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INCOUPONS 


By Greg Bluestein 
gbluestein@ajc.com 


Gov. Brian Kemp declared 
an unprecedented public 
health emergency Saturday 
and said he’ll use broad pow- 
ers under the law to help the 
state contain the spread of 
coronavirus. 

The decision gave Kemp 
new abilities to suspend laws 
and regulations, take “direct 
operational control” of civil 
forces and mandate evacu- 
ations if he deems it neces- 
sary to cope with an outbreak 
that’s sickened at least 66 in 


Georgia 
delays 
primary 
till May 


It defers debut of new 
vote system, but sides 
agree it’s right move. 


By Greg Bluestein 
gbluestein@ajc.com 
and Mark Niesse 
mark.niesse@ajc.com 


Georgia elections officials 
postponed the presidential pri- 
mary scheduled for next week 
because of the coronavirus pan- 
demic, becoming the second 
state forced to push back a vote 
in the race for the White House 
due to the outbreak. 

The state rescheduled the 
presidential vote previously 
scheduled for March 24 until May 
19, the same date as the regular 
primary for a U.S. Senate seat 
and many other offices, elections 
officials told The Atlanta Jour- 
nal-Constitution on Saturday. 

“Events are moving rapidly, 
and my highest priority is pro- 
tecting the health of our poll 
workers, their families and the 
community at large,” said Secre- 
tary of State Brad Raffensperger. 

Early voting in the presidential 
primary ended a week early on 
Saturday and will resume April 
27. Louisiana on Friday pushed 
back its April 4 primary to June 
20. All votes already cast will be 
counted in May. 

More than 279,000 Georgians 
cast ballots during two weeks of 
early voting in the contest, which 
features a matchup between Joe 
Biden and Bernie Sanders on 
the Democratic ballot and Pres- 
ident Donald Trump as the lone 
contender on the GOP ticket. 

The delay of the presiden- 
tial primary was an extraordi- 
nary step for state election offi- 
cials concerned that crowds 
could gather at polling places 
and spread the disease caused 
by the coronavirus, which has 
sickened at least 66 Georgians 
and killed one. 

Mounting concerns about 
how to safely hold the election 
as the coronavirus spreads led 
to intense negotiations between 
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HOW TO KEEP YOUR FAMILY SAFE 
DURING THIS VIRUS OUTBREAK 


AJC TOP STORY: CORONAVIRUS OUTBREAK 


ACROSS THE STATE 


KEMP DECLARES HEALTH 
EMERGENCY, GAINS POWERS 


Ga. chief justice to courts: Suspend nonessential functions. 


Gov. Brian Kemp steered 
clear of insisting schools 
shut down statewide or 
restricting large gatherings. 


Georgia and killed one. 
The powers also give health 
authorities the ability to iso- 
late or quarantine Georgians 
exposed to the disease, order 


vaccinations or other treat- 
ments, restrict travel into or 
within the state and limit or 
cancel public gatherings. 

And the governor, speak- 
ing Saturday in his ceremo- 
nial office, said the declara- 
tion will let the nursing board 
grant temporary licenses and 
lift some restrictions on com- 
mercial truck drivers needed 
to continue stocking stores 
with supplies. 

By the end of the day, he 
also authorized calling up 
as many as 2,000 Georgia 
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THE LATEST 
DEVELOPMENTS 


CHURCH CLOSINGS 

» More churches announced they 
were canceling Sunday services, 
including the historic Ebenezer 
Baptist Church and Jimmy Carter’s 
Marantha Baptist Church. 


TRUMP TESTS NEGATIVE 

» President Donald Trump has test- 
ed negative for the new coronavirus, 
according to the president’s person- 
al physician. 
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ON THE FRONT LINE 


David Beranek TE TE Anthony Zajac put on BOEEN gear before demonstrating 
how paramedics will clean out their vehicles after transporting a patient with coronavirus. 


First responders 
brace for risk 


By Yamil Berard | yamil.berard@ajc.com 


EMS taking new measures 
amid concerns about exposure 
and lack of protective equipment. 


ust hours after first responders in south Ful- 
ton went into self-quarantine after being 
exposed to the coronavirus, Dr. James Augus- 
tine knew he needed to move urgently. 

“What we can’t do during a battle is lose 
our forces,” Augustine told The Atlanta Jour- 
nal-Constitution while on his way to address 
concerns of the remainder of the emergency 
medical crews, which he oversees as medical 
director in south Fulton. 

Augustine is among emergency medical ser- 
vices practitioners who are deeply concerned 
about the spread of COVID-19 and its impact on 
crews that are the backbone of an already short- 
handed emergency medical response system. 

If a growing number of communities lose 
first responders to COVID-19, there won’t be 
enough left to handle emergency calls of any 
type, resulting in a public health crisis. 

“Each and every individual that is in our 
EMS system we now have to take great care 
of,” said Augustine, who has served as medi- 
cal director for EMS systems in multiple states, 
including Florida and Ohio. “We don’t have a 
surplus of people that are capable of caring for 
our communities, especially as we begin to get 


Beranek, an operation field supervisor at Metro 
Atlanta Ambulance Services, uses a germicidal 
disposable wipe inside of an ambulance. 
PHOTOS BY ALYSSA POINTER / ALYSSA.POINTER@AJC.COM 


a wider outbreak of this disease.” 

On a national level, top EMS task forces and 
related organizations, such as the International 
Association of Fire Chiefs, of which Augustine 
is a member, have noted a severe outbreak, 
like the one in Washington state, could put an 
unprecedented strain on local EMS systems. 

In Georgia, many EMS agencies already are 
dealing with a shortage of medics, and some 
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Joshua Waites, who was 

fired March11 as Georgia 
Department of Revenue’s chief 
investigator, loads boxes. 

BRAD SCHRADE / AJC 


Agents 
spend 
assets on 
selves 


Investigation finds 
millions being used 
‘like a slush fund’ 


By Chris Joyner 
cjoyner@ajc.com 
and Bill Rankin 
brankin@ajc.com 


Pricey gym equipment, com- 
memorative Super Bowl badges, 
golf carts, $130 sunglasses — even 
stress balls shaped like beer mugs 
and wine bottles. 

For years, a state revenue divi- 
sion has used millions of dol- 
lars from assets seized in crim- 
inal investigations to buy trin- 
kets, travel, engraved firearms, 
tactical gear, a fleet of cars and 
personal items, an investigation 
by The Atlanta Journal-Constitu- 
tion and Channel 2 Action News 
has found. The Office of Spe- 
cial Investigations at the Georgia 
Department of Revenue padded 
its budget rather than returning 
the money to the state treasury, 
the investigation found. 

All of the spending came under 
the leadership of Joshua Waites, 
a former Clayton County sher- 
iff’s deputy. Last week, Waites 
announced his resignation 
amid accusations he falsified his 
resume, claiming a degree he 
never earned. But the depart- 
ment fired him March 11, two 
days before he was set to leave, 
after the AJC and Channel 2 asked 
questions about his spending. 

Waites and his staff tore through 
forfeited cash under Waites’ lead- 
ership. By its own accounting, the 
Department of Revenue spent $2.9 
million over the past four years 
leading up to his abrupt resigna- 
tion and is sitting on another $2.5 
million in unspent funds. 
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